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Car Key Fob Troubleshooting Checklist
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Work through these before you buy a new fob
Swap the coin cell battery (CR2032 or CR2025)
Match the number on the old cell. Note the orientation.

Clean the battery contacts and button pads

A dry cloth or cotton swab clears corrosion and grime.

Test your spare fob

If the spare works, the first fob is the problem, not the car.

Re-sync the fob

Follow the re-pairing sequence in your owner manual.

Confirm the mechanical key blade works

So you are never fully locked out in a cold lot.

Still dead? Call an auto locksmith

Failed board or car receiver needs programming equipment.

Typical Ottawa replacement costs (2026)

Coin cell battery (DIY) $4 to $12
Aftermarket fob, unprogrammed $30 to $90
Locksmith cut + program $120 to $280
Push to start smart key $200 to $450
Dealer replacement $300 to $600+

Need a fob cut and programmed in Ottawa? Book a mobile locksmith at capitallocksmith.ca/book-now

This guide is for general information only. Capital Locksmith is not liable for actions taken based on this content. Modern smart keys vary by make, model, and
year; confirm with a licensed professional.



